Advent Lutheran Church (E.L.C.A.)
1416 Vernon Road. LaGrange, GA 30240. 706-882-0130.

October 25, 2026 — Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday

(Gathering music, church announcements, lighting of candles,
and words of welcome may precede the following liturgy.)

(Please stand)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Please kneel if you are able).
P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your

holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all!

C: And also with you!
(Please stand to sing the Gathering Hymn)
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Gathering Song: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray: O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By

your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated for today’s readings.)
A reading from the Book of Leviticus.

"The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

2 “Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the
Lord your God am holy.

15“You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 1 You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the
Lord.

17*“You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbort, or you
will incur guilt yourself. '8 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your

people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” (19:1-2, 15-18).

Let us read from Psalm 1 responsively:

I Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do

not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.



>Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

¢ For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians:

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage
in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal
does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by
God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals but
to please God, who tests our hearts. > As you know and as God is our witness, we never came
with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed, ¢ nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether
from you or from others, 7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we
were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care
for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own

selves, because you have become very dear to us. (2:1-8).

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

(Please stand to recite the gospel acclamation)
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

3 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 3> and
one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 3¢ “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This is the greatest and first
commandment. ¥ And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 40 On these

two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

' Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 “What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 4> He said to
them, “How 1s it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

4 “The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?
4 “If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 4 No one was able to give him an

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. (22:34-40)
The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated.)

SERMON
More Than Words—1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

(Please stand to sing the hymn of the day.)

Hymn of the Day: “A Mighty Fortress” ELW 504

(Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Nicene Creed)



Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son,+ who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

[Assisting minister (AM):] With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,

those in need, and all of God’s creation [...] Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
[Presiding minister (PM):] The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

(We share greetings of Gods peace, and we offer our gifts to God.)

(Please stand to sing the offertory response.)
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Grace our ta-ble with your pres - ence, Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

[AM:] Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lozrd.
C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

[PM:] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through the great shepherd of your flock, our
Savior Jesus Christ; who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles to preach and gospel and
teach all nations, and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age. And so, with the
glorious company of the apostles, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy...
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of

your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us

your hold will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-

brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all the people for the forgiveness of sin. Do

this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he

comes.



Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious

resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own
gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be
filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to

live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and

forever. Amen.

C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready at this the table of Jesus Christ. The table is prepared for

those who love Him, and for those who long to love Him more.

So, come—ryou have much faith, and you who have little; you who have been here often, and you

who have not been for a long time or ever before; you who have tried to follow, and you who have

failed. Come, because Christ Himself invites you to meet Him here, in person.



COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
(Please stand)

The body and blood of our Lotd Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

[AM:] Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

[PM:] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “Go My Children” ELW 543

[AM:] Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

Today’s scripture readings are appointed by the Revised Commwon Lectionary, an ecumenical resource first published in
1992 and summarized in pages 18-53 of Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006. For more information about the
Revised Common Lectionary, please visit lectionary library.vanderbilt.edu/faq/

Today’s communion preface is composed based upon the lectionary readings.

All other material is from Frangelical Lutheran W orship.



