Advent Lutheran Church (E.LL.C.A.)

1416 Vernon Road. LaGrange, GA 30240. 706-882-0130.
March 22, 2026 — Fifth Sunday in Lent

(Gathering music, church annonncements, lighting of candles, and words of welcome may precede the following liturgy.)

(The congregation stands.)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the F Son, and of the Holy Spitit. Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your
Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Please kneel if you are able.)

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and

serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
cternal life. Amen

(Please stand.)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: “God When Human Bonds are Broken” (ELW 603 )



Kyrie: Lord, Have Mercy
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The Litany

Leader: O Lord,
Assembly: have mercy.

Leader: O Christ,
Assembly: have mercy.

Leader: O Lotd,
Assembly: have mercy.

Leader: O Christ,
Assembly: hear us.

Leader: God the Father in heaven,
Assembly: have mercy.

Leader: God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Assembly: have mercy.

Leader: God the Holy Spirit,
Assembly: have mercy.



Leader: Be gracious to us.
Assembly: Spare us, good Lord.

Leader: From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
from the snares of the devil;

from sudden and evil death;

trom everlasting death;

Assembly: Good Lord, deliver us.

Leader: By the mystery of your holy incarnation;

by your holy nativity;

by your baptism, fasting, and temptation;

by your agony and bloody sweat;

by your cross and passion;

by your precious death and burial;

by your glorious resurrection and ascension;

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter;

Assembly: Help us, good Lord.
Leader: In all time of our tribulation;
in all time of our prosperity;

in the hour of death;

and in the day of judgment;

Assembly: Help us, good Lord.

Leader: We poor sinners implore you
Assembly: to hear us, O Lord.

Leader: To rule and govern your holy church throughout the world,;
to preserve all pastors and ministers of your church

in the true knowledge and understanding of your Word;

to strengthen those who stand;

to comfort and help the weakhearted;

to raise up those who fall;

and finally to beat down Satan under our feet;

Assembly: We implore you to hear us, good Lord.

Leader: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Assembly: Have mercy on us.

Leader: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Assembly: Have mercy on us.

Leader: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Assembly: Grant us your peace.

Amen.



Let us pray: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you 1n righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

(Please be seated for today’s readings.)
A reading from the first Book of Ezekiel:

'The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5> Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 1
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 81 looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. °
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” 10T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say
to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I
am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 141 will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” (37:1-14)

The Word of the LLord. Thanks be to God!



Let us read psalm 130 responsively.

1Out of the depths
I cry to you, O LORD;

20 LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

3If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LORD, who could stand?

*Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

5] wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;

in your word 1s my hope.

6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

6'To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. (8:6-11)
The Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



CHILDREN’S SERMON

(Please stand to sing the gospel acclamation.)

Gospel Acclamation:
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

I Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory,
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in
the place where he was.

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ? Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stum-
ble because they see the light of this world. 1 But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but
I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.”” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '> For your sake I
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 1 Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.



18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ” and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”” 24 Martha said to
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2> Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”” 27 She said to him,

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. 3 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. 3 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 3 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” % Jesus
began to weep. 3 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could

not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 3 Jesus said, ““Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 21 knew
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him. (11:1-45)

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated.)



THE SERMON
(Please stand to sing the Hymn of the Day...)

Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Remember Me” (ELW 616)

(Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated

at the right hand of the Fathet, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

[Assisting minister (AM):] With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those

in need, and all of God’s creation |[...] Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

[Presiding minister (PM):] The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

(We share greetings of Gods peace, and we offer our gifts to God.)

(Please stand to sing the offertory response.)



Create 1n Me a Clean Heart

Olffering Song
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray,

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives

to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for

us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



It is truly right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks and praise to you, the
Prince of Peace. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your plentiful grace. We
receive your countless blessings, and are nourished with your eternal love. Jesus Christ, our

strength, we joyfully sing:

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy...

(159 P =, == = =
T =[FF rr T r
< Ho - ly, | ho - Iy, | ho - ly | One.__ |God of | pow - er, | God_ of [might
gl yldddld dlg gy -
e e e S
| | 4 o N
(ét-:a:—i_—.—t‘.“; === e {
AR e A
< Heav'n and | carth are |full of your|glor - yv. | Ho - |san - na | in the |high - est
g gl > T 1 Y N S Y
— t - —1 o j"—"""_ﬂ_ S B— __l o ZF.;__TE
| | | ik >
f&—_____d —t— 2 ——— 3 - —t—
s o & o
® 1{ —r i r - Ll
< Blessed! Blessed is the one who comes
4 < 2 a ¥
2 —l“:._;::; e 2 - e ‘._._{M__.f__l - __.__.ll.__gg e _ii__.
N | 1 |
ite = z —— = E .
¥ F Fr T
< Blessed! Blessed! in the name of God. |
el B P S = Y
B ==t e ——
L I :




The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Agnes Dei: Lamb of God.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready at this the table of Jesus Christ. The table is prepared for

those who love Him, and for those who long to love Him more.

So, come—you have much faith, and you who have little; you who have been here often, and you
who have not been for a long time or ever before; you who have tried to follow, and you who have

tailed. Come, because Christ Himself invites you to meet Him here, in person.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

[A] Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer,

the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

[P] May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of
the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and

give you T peace. Amen

SENDING HYMN: “O God of Love, O King of Peace” (ELW 749)

AM: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

(We gather for food and fellowship.)

Today’s scripture readings are appointed by the Revised Conmon Lectionary, an ecumenical resource first published in
1992 and summarized in pages 18-53 of Ewvangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006. For more information about the
Revised Common Lectionary, please visit lectionary library.vanderbilt.edu/faq/

Today’s communion preface is composed based upon the lectionary readings.

All other material is from Evangelical Lutheran W orship.



